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The 4-H Climate and Environmental Change Summit is a multi-day on campus event for middle and high school students designed to increase knowledge and understanding of climate change science through interaction with Rutgers University scientists.  Using an action planning process, youth develop community service projects to demonstrate their newly acquired knowledge of climate change and their creativity in addressing sustainability issues.  This project was designed to enhance interdisciplinary collaborations between natural and social scientists involved in the Rutgers University Climate and Environmental Change Initiative, and the invited teens and their teachers.   Student self report assessments both before and after the Climate and Environmental Change Teen Summit show significant improvements in their ability to work as part of a team, work in adult-youth partnerships, be a leader, serve their community, and develop plans of action.  The end of program assessments also indicated an enhanced understanding of climate science and mitigation strategies.  Approximately 98% of youth reported that their understanding of the science and scientists involved in climate change research improved after the program.
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